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OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2018 - 2019

SHIPMATES! NOW HEAR THIS!
We are always looking for Memorabilia for our Museum Rooms. Soon we will be starting one at
the Mississippi Maritime and Warship Museum in Pascagoula, MS. Keep us in mind as we’ll be
starting with very little memorabilia. Keep in mind this is for CG-47 memorabilia only.  If you have
anything you want to donate contact Ed Trotter at Ticovet@verizon.net. Thanks for your help in
keeping our memories alive to others through our Museum Rooms.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
GREETINGS SHIPMATES, FRIENDS AND FAMILY,

My fellow Tico Tigers,
It is hard to believe that the summer of "18" is coming to a rapid end. I
hope all of you enjoyed the sunshine wherever you are living or traveled
to on vacation.

I would first like to express my sincere gratitude to my fellow officers, directors, and committee
Chairman members for all the help and support that I have received since our May reunion in
New Orleans.

One of my main goals as President is to increase Association membership as well as Reunion
attendance. Our organization has had moderate growth over the past few years. Our last newsletter
stated that we took on seven new members from March through May of 2018. Six of these new
members were from the 14, and one from the 47. It is great to see carrier sailors still joining, and
we still look for more. but our livelihood rests in increasing our membership with more sailors
from the 47. This can be accomplished by asking everyone who reads this no matter which ship
you sailed to reach out to somebody you served with, and still keep in touch. I challenge all
members to reach out to 5 shipmates over the course of the year leading to our next reunion. Even
if you connect with only one. We win.

Tell  them about your experience since you joined. When you explain to them the many personal
benefits that come with membership. They will join, then wonder why they hadn't done it sooner.
Just as i did when I joined in 2014. Joining allowed me to reconnect with something that I am
extremely proud of saying "I served on the USS Ticonderoga"

It shouldn't be a hard thing to sell!

We are also looking for current members to step up to be our next 2nd Vice President as well as
Treasurer.

I want you all to know how proud I am to serve as your President, and how proud I am of being
part of this wonderful family.  I hope to serve you well.

Looking forward to seeing everyone in Albuquerque.

God Bless you all.

God Bless America!
David Graf OS2 President

USS Ticonderoga Veterans Association
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We also take time to honor USS ESTOCIN, FFG-15 and
LCDR Michael J. Estocin

Before James Stockdale and Thomas Hudner, pilots who flew off CVA-14 and had ships named
after them, we had another pilot who had a ship named after him.  That person was Michael J.
Estocin.
By April 20, 1967, Estocin had reached the rank of lieutenant commander and was an A-4 Skyhawk
pilot in Attack Squadron 192, “Golden Dragons” operating off of the USS Ticonderoga in the
Gulf of Tonkin. On that day, he supported a bombing mission over Haiphong, North Vietnam.
His plane was hit and he landed with his plane on fire.  As soon as the plane had stopped,
Association member, Al McDonnell, a Yellowshirt in V-1 Division directed and assisted in fighting
the raging fire on the plane by directing his hose team to lay down fog foam on the plane so that
the forklift with the rescue basket and hotsuit men could safely remove the pilot.  By this time
ammo was going off and they had to keep the flames away from the rescue of the pilot and continue
to control the fire away from the fuel tanks.  Mike  did suffer burns to his hands. . (Read citation
for Al at the end of this article)  Scheduled to return home in a matter of days, Mike could have
rested in sick bay and no one would have complained.  But Michael loved to fly and he felt duty
bound to take another crack at the Haiphong power plants.  He persuaded Navy Commanders to
let him out of bed so he could fly the mission on April 26.  On that mission, he supported another
strike aimed at Haiphong's thermal power station, with John B. Nichols acting as his escort in an
F-8 Crusader. Estocin and Nichols flew ahead of the main attack and were charged with
suppressing any surface-to-air missiles (SAMs) in the area. The strike on the power plant went
off without incident, and the two pilots were about to head back to the Ticonderoga when Estocin
detected an active SAM site. A single missile was launched from the site and exploded near his
A-4, knocking it into a barrel roll. Estocin was able to regain control and pulled the aircraft, burning
at the belly and wing roots, into a 30 degree dive.
Estocin's wingman, John Nichols, immediately called for a helicopter rescue. He flew beside the
stricken plane, getting close enough to see Estocin in the cockpit with his head bent forward
slightly, not moving. He tried to contact Estocin by radio but received no response. As the A-4
lost altitude and entered a cloud bank, Nichols continued to follow it, even as a second SAM
exploded nearby. After reaching 600 feet (180 m), he leveled off and watched as Estocin's plane
impacted with the ground. He circled the area, looking for a parachute, but saw nothing. Nichols
called off the rescue mission and returned to the Ticonderoga.
Although Nichols was certain Estocin had been killed in the crash, intelligence from Hanoi
indicated that he had ejected and been captured. The U.S. military declared him a prisoner of war,
causing Nichols to feel deep guilt for having called off the rescue mission. When the prisoners
were released in 1973 and Estocin was not among them, it was presumed that he had died in
captivity.
For his actions during the missions over Haiphong on April 20, and April 26, 1967, Estocin was
promoted to captain in absentia and awarded the Medal of Honor. In 1976, his parents ran him
as a write-in candidate for President of the United States to bring attention to prisoner of
war/missing in action issues. The U.S. Navy named the guided missile frigate, USS Estocin
(FFG-15), launched in 1979, in his honor.
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USS Estocin (FFG-15), ninth ship of the Oliver Hazard Perry class of guided-missile frigates,
was named for Captain Michael John Estocin (1931–1967). Ordered from Bath Iron Works on 27
February 1976 as part of the FY76 program, Estocin was laid down on 2 April 1979, launched on
3 November 1979, and commissioned on 10 January 1981.   Estocin was decommissioned in
Mayport, Florida and stricken a year later on 3 April 2003.  She was the last short-hulled FFG
operational with the US Navy.
Citation for Al McDonnell for the Navy Commendation Medal from the Secretary of the Navy

The Secretary of the Navy takes pleasure in presenting
The Navy Commendation Medal to

Alfred Francis McDONNELL
Aviation Boatswain’s Mate Third Class, United States Navy

For service set forth in the following:
CITATION

“For meritorious service while attached to and serving in USS TICONDEROGA (CVA-14) during
combat operations against the enemy.  On 20 April 1967 an A4E aircraft returned from a combat
mission with severe battle damage.  Upon landing, the aircraft was immediately engulfed in flames.
Despite exploding 20mm ammunition and the imminent possibility of the aircraft’s fuel tanks
exploding, Petty Officer McDONNELL, with complete disregard for his own safety, personally
directed and assisted in fighting the raging fire.  His rapid reaction in employing the proper
procedures made possible the rescue of the pilot and the combating of the fire without damage to
the ship.  His initiative and dedication contributed immeasurably to TICONDEROGA’s ability
to continue her vital combat mission.  Petty Officer McDONNELL’s initiative and dedication
reflected great credit upon himself and were in keeping with the highest traditions of the United
States Naval Service. “

For the Secretary
JOHN J. HYLAND

Vice Admiral
United States Navy

It is understood that ABCS Richard R. Bonebrake and Airman Robert W. Brown from V-1
Division also received medals for their action in this event.

Much of the data above was obtained from Wikipedia and other sources.
CG-47 MEMBERS – DO YOU REMEMBER SAILING WITH FFG-15 OR BEING AT A PIER

WITH HER? IF SO TELL TICOVET@VERIZON.NET.

Editor’s Note:  Just to remind you that our January newsletter is the one that has our annual
roster listing.  Please turn this October issue over and look at the mailing address on it.  If there
is anything that needs changing please let the secretary know.  He mentions this in his article on
page 15 in this newsletter.  In addition to your address we keep for Association use your phone
numbers and email addresses.  If the secretary gets a newsletter returned it is important he have
this information so he can check on why it was returned.  Also we get numerous requests and
being able to quickly contact you via email or phone is important in answering these requests.
Feel free to send our Secretary, Dennis Sabell, this information again as many of us only provided
it when we joined.  Send to red62lion@gmail.com or Secretary@BigT.net
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A GREAT TIME IN NEW ORLEANS!
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ALBUQUERQUE IN MAY 2019!
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Larry Digaetano,  Coxswain
 I joined the Navy on November 17, 1943, one day after I turned 17 years on.  On May 8, 1944
I was assigned to the USS TICONDEROGA, 4th Division, 2mm.  I was then promoted to coxswain
and transferred to the 8th Division (which was lookouts and 20m) to be in charge of the captain’s
gig.
 On January 21, 1945 I had just finished lunch and went to the starboard side of the hangar deck
to check out the captain’s gig.  I heard 20mm and 40mm firing and immediately ran up the ladder
to the flight deck heading toward the bridge to man my 20mm gun on the starboard side.  As I
approached the bridge, I saw the Kamikaze plane hit the deck.  I proceeded to my gun, manned
it, and kept firing at a second plane until it hit the bridge.  I was knocked out of my gun but I was
not hurt.  I looked at my gun barrel and it was warped from firing so many rounds of 20mm.  My
loader and I changed the barrel and then we stood on our battle station until dark.

William K. Hyatt,  MM1
 A lot of memories, I sure wouldn’t want to do it again, but I wouldn’t trade the experience
either.  Sure made a lot of us grow up pretty fast.
 I still can’t believe that Ski and I could jump that far but it was the only way to save ourselves,
guess we did what we had to do.
 On January 21, 1945, a fellow shipmate and I, Ski Knyowski, were on the superstructure aft
of the bridge on the inward side, sunning ourselves when General Quarters sounded.  We both
ran down the ladder and across the flight deck to aft of the port side elevator.  As we were
proceeding down the enclosed ladder to the hangar deck, we were hit with the first Kamikaze
plane.  The force knocked both of us off our feet.  We retreated up the ladder to the lower catwalk
where the heat and smoke were bellowing out of the elevator:  we seemed to have no place to go.
Ski started to cry and I told him we must get out of here.  We crawled into a life boat and somehow
managed to leap out and pull ourselves up on the upper catwalk, then worked our way aft to the
fantail.
 It was here we took the second hit.  The damage control officer asked us to volunteer to go
forward and check for injured, and to secure any water tight doors that were left opened.  I worked
my way forward on the port side as far as I could, and proceeded to the aft engine room, my
General Quarters Station.  There was smoke down there and the ventilators could not pull it out
until the ship was turned and the fans and wind helped out.  The ship was put at a list so that all
the water and gasoline could run off.  I cannot imagine a worse hell-hole that the ship was at that
time.  But the courage of its crew was phenomenal, and with everyone working together the fires
were put our, our injured were cared for, and the dead were put into body bags in preparation for
burial.
 After temporary repairs we went to Bremerton, Washington for repairs, which didn’t make me
unhappy for I had a special someone waiting for me.

Above are the stories our WWII veterans wrote about their experience during the Kamikaze
attack on USS TICONDEROGA CV-14 on January 21, 1945 and were published in the Turner
Publishing Company book entitled USS TICONDEROGA  CV-CVA-CVS-14.  In this and future
newsletter issues if a WWII dies and has put his experience in this book we will list it along with
his obituary.
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It is always great to see our WWII members get honored and to see they are still active in the community.
Association Lifetime Member and WWII Veteran, George J. Walsh has spoken at many “Battle of MIDWAY”
celebrations over the years and we had the pleasure of having him as one of our speakers at the 2011 Reunion.
He has produced a DVD on Midway and also Dive Bombing.  That DVD is available in the

Cruiser Ship Store (a little known secret is the sounds of the aircraft you
hear at the start of the video is his lawnmower running outside a window
in his house).  You will also get to know the little known fact of what is
the difference between a dive bomber and a Tomahawk Missile.  After he
had produced the DVD he took things a step further and in 2015 he
published a book entitled “Searching for the Truth   The Battle of
MIDWAY      How Elements of the United States Navy Withheld the
Truth Long After it Mattered.  It is available on Amazon.com in paperback
for $19.00 to $23.13 new and some used for $21.69 and Kindle for $1.99.
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USS TICONDEROGA AUTHORS AND BOOKS
Life Member, 97 years old, George J. Walsh was on CV-14 as a pilot in
VB-80 (Dive Bomber Squadron) which was part of Air Group 80 and
flying the SB2C Helldiver in 1944-1945.  In 2015 his book Searching
for the Truth   THE BATTLE OF MIDWAY   How Elements of the
United States Navy Withheld the Truth Long After it Mattered was
published by Createspace Independent Publishing Platform. It is the
story of a scandal without evil that brings profit to no one. It is a story of
misguided men traveling a path paved with good intentions. It is a book
that challenges official history, naval institutions and historians. 
It is an appeal for a posthumous Medal of Honor for an underappreciated
hero of the Battle of Midway, Lt. Cmdr. Wade McClusky, who led the
dive bombers in a fiery charge that resulted in the sinking of all four
Japanese aircraft carriers.   More on George and the book on page 9.
Non-Member James W. Vernon was on CV-14 as a pilot in VBF-87
(Fighter Squadron) which was part of Air Group 87 and flying the F6H
Hellcat fighter in 1945.  In 2002 his book THE HOSTILE SKY  A
Hellcat Flier in World War II was published by The Naval Institute
Press. This memoir of his years at war provides a carrier pilot's view of
the conflict in the Pacific during the final months of the war.  He gives
an up-close-and-personal account of life in a bomber-fighter squadron
and the roller-coaster emotions involved in combat sorties over the hostile
sea and land.  He has recorded his own feelings about meeting the
challenges of war, his love of flying, and the camaraderie of his flying
mates--both in the air and on liberty--along with the factual details of
battle that contribute important dimensions to the overall story of the air
war. Added to these stirring memories are his entertaining descriptions
of the mobilization and training of carrier pilots and his recounting of the
high incidence of non-combat fatalities and the change in the composition of the air group in
response to the Kamikaze threat. See http://www.cv14.com
Life Member Francis J. Partel, Jr. was a LTJG in the OI Division in the
Operations Department in 1967-1968 on CVA-14.  In 2014 his book
Down in Laos was published by NAVY LOG BOOKS.  When downed
navy pilot, Lt. Campbell, becomes a prisoner of war brutalized at the
hands of the Pathet Lao, his plight parallels the Book of Job and subtly
provides a comparison of Western Civilization with totalitarian states that
lack a moral compass. And Mr. Partel’s sense of history does not ignore
the social issues of the mid 1960’s in military and civilian life, and in the
tradition of South Pacific, Down in Laos touches on these issues briefly
but deftly.
For those of us who were on the ship and did not stand bridge watches
nor were in (CIC) the details of what went on in these areas was very
educational.  We knew things were happening there and now we know what and what kinds of
decisions were being made there.
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USS TICONDEROGA VETERANS’ ASSOCIATION PLAQUE
PRESENTED TO CREW OF USS THOMAS HUDNER, DDG-116

During the 1964 Far East Cruise, the USS TICONDEROGA, CVA-14 had CDR James. B.
Stockdale on board as Commanding Officer of Fighter Squadron 51 (VF-51), the “Screaming
Eagles” and CDR Thomas J. Hudner on board as Executive Officer of Fighter Squadron 53
(VF-53), the “ Iron Angels”.  Since that cruise both men have been honored to have a Naval Ship
named after them.
As shown in the title above, the plaque has our Association crest, the words: THE USS
TICONDEROGA VETERANS’ ASSOCIATION PRESENTS THIS PALQUE TO THE
OFFICERS AND CREW OF THE USS THOMAS HUDNER, DDG-116 IN HONOR OF
THOMAS J. HUDNER, JR. WHO MADE MANY CARRIER LAUNCHES AND LANDINGS
DURING THE 1964 FAR EAST CRUISE OF USS TICODEROGA, CVA-14, AS XO OF
FIGHTER SQUADRON VF-53, THE “IRON ANGELS”
The Plaque has a picture of CVA-14, the IRON ANGELS patch and the F-8 Crusader aircraft,
flown by the squadron, in flight and on the ship.  The plaque was presented to the Commanding
Officer, CDR Nathan W. Scherry by Association member Ed Trotter while the ship was being
constructed at Bath Iron Works in Bath, ME. The plaque was made by Trevor Ashton of Aswell
Trophies, Oxnard, CA.  At the bottom of the plaque we asked God to bless them in all they do.
There are 2 pictures of me presenting the plaque.  In one I have on my CVA-14 cap and in the
other my CG-47 decommissioning cap.  These pictures were taken in the wardroom of DDG-116
and you will notice the print on the wall in the background.  It is a picture of LT Thomas Hudner
taking off the USS LEYTE, CV-32 in his F4U Corsair.  The print is done by Nicolas Trudgain
and is entitled “Off to the Chosin” – Help is on the Way-.
Thomas joined Strike Fighter Squadron 32, VFA-32,  the “Fighting Swordsmen”,  flying the F4U
Corsair at the outbreak of the Korean War.  Arriving near Korea in October 1950, he flew support
missions from the aircraft carrier USS Leyte, CV-32.  From Wikipedia.
On 4 December 1950, Hudner and his element leader, Ensign Jesse L. Brown were among a group
of six pilots on patrol near the Chosin Reservoir when Brown's Corsair was struck by ground fire
from Chinese troops and crashed. In an attempt to save Brown from his burning aircraft, Hudner
intentionally crash-landed his own aircraft on a snowy mountain in freezing temperatures to help
Brown. In spite of these efforts, Brown died of his injuries and Hudner was forced to evacuate,
having also been injured in the landing.
Thomas received the Medal of Honor for his actions in trying to save the life of his element leader,
shipmate, and friend during the Battle of Chosin Reservoir in the Korean War.
Another person who was big in TICONDEROGA history is Wayne E. Meyer, the Father of AEGIS,
and in CG-47 history.  The DDG-108 is named after him.  We gave the ships Commanding Officer
a plaque in January 2018, when the ship was in Port Hueneme, CA and the write up on it is on
page 7 of the April 2018 Newsletter.  The picture on the plaque is of Wayne E. Meyer speaking
at the Christening ceremony of USS TICONDEROGA, CG-47on MAY 16, 1981 at INGALLS
SHIPBUILDING, PASCAGOULA, MS.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Our first plaque was for the USS STOCKDALE, DDG-106 and was presented to the Commanding Officer when
the ship was in Seal Beach, CA.  The picture on the plaque was a copy of a picture of JAMES B. STOCKDALE
flying his plane (an F-8 Crusader) entitled CAPing the Tico by artist William S. Phillips and was used with his
permission.  The write up is on page 3 of the June 2010 newsletter.
The capabilities of these ships is shown in a DDG108 INTRO video that is included in either of our DVDs (CG-47
Putting AEGIS to SEA and CG-47 Decommissioning) and (Kamikaze attach on USS TICONDEROGA, The
Battle of Midway and Smart Bombs and Suicide Aircraft of WWII Dive Bombers).  You can get each video for
$14.00 each with shipping included or both for $24.00 with shipping included.
Now, a personal note on the above.  In 1964, sitting at the back of the wardroom during meals I never had any
idea that two of the Air Wing sitting up in the front of the wardroom would  end up having  ships named after
them.  Nor that being a member of our Association it would seem right to honor their time on our ship by designing
and presenting a plaque to the ships Commanding Officer.  Having a ship named after Wayne E. Meyer was not
a surprise and I had the pleasure of talking to him various times.  After I got out of the Navy I was fortunate
enough to get a Civil Service job with the Navy supporting the AEGIS fleet which includes all these three ships.
Further, my job had me do the initial MAMS (parts) loadout validation on these and many other AEGIS ships.
As they say, all these coincidences and $5.00 will get me a glass of iced tea most anywhere but I have fond
memories of all these experiences.

Commissioning marks the formal entrance of a ship into the U.S. Navy Fleet
and is the point when the ship changes from being Pre-Commissioning Unit

(PCU)THOMAS HUDNER to being USS THOMAS HUDNER.
This time honored ceremony is very impressive.

PCU THOMAS HUDNER will be commissioned as the USS THOMAS HUDNER
in Boston, Massachusetts on December 1, 2018.

The Commissioning Ceremony is free and open to the public.  If you are interested in getting tickets to
the DDG-116 commissioning go to:

https://www.usshudnerddg116.org/commissioning-tickets   You do not have to go to the commissioning after
you get the invitation.  If you plan to go you will have to return part of the invitation saying you will be there.
Part of the CG-47 Christening and Commissioning ceremonies is on the CG47 DVD mentioned above.
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ED TROTTER PRESENTING THE PLAQUE WITH THE CARRIER HAT.

ED TROTTER PRESENTING THE PLAQUE WITH THE CRUISER HAT.

There is more to this story. Tom Hudner and James Stockdale were classmates at the Naval
Academy, starting in 1943 and graduating in 1946, both had distinguished Navy careers, both
became pilots, both flew the F-8 Crusader airplane off CVA-14 in 1964 as part of Carrier Air Wing
5, both were Medal of Honor recipients, both married great ladies and had wonderful families
and both had an Arleigh Burke Class Destroyer (DDG) named after them. How great is that.
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TREASURERS REPORT
With our 2018 New Orleans Reunion completed, our focus now is on our

upcoming 2019 Albuquerque, New Mexico Reunion which will be held May 16 –
20 at the Uptown Sheraton Hotel. Our reunion at Albuquerque will be the BigT’s
48th Annual Reunion. Looking ahead, our 2020 Reunion will be held in Portland,
Oregon and our 2021 Reunion, our associations 50th Reunion, will be held in Norfolk,
Virginia. Information on upcoming reunions will be included in future quarterly
newsletters and on our BigT.net website.
The financial status of our association remains strong as revenues and expenses are operating within our
budget guidelines. I do want to compliment both Steve and Sandy Codding for the excellent job they did on
running the New Orleans Reunion last May. Their financial reporting was well documented and generated
in a clear and concise manner. It was an extremely professional job! Thank you.

We now have a cruise book link on our BigT Website listing both Carrier and Cruiser cruise books.
Just go on the BigT Website and click on “History” and then drill down to the specific Tico cruise that you
wish to review. As more data is received, additions will be included in this link. It is an ongoing process.
Also, on another on-line source of information, is our “USS Ticonderoga CV-CVA-CVS 14 & CG 47”
Facebook group. This group is active in sharing information with Tico Shipmates and their interested family
members. We would love to have you join this group.

I would like to report on the current situation concerning the “Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans”
legislation (HR-299) on “Agent Orange” exposure. The bill went before the House of Representatives and
passed unanimously with a vote of 382-0. The bill then moved to the Senate for their approval, however, the
Veterans Administration has taken a position to block the bill. It appears that the Senate is favorable to pass
the bill, however, with the Veterans Administration’s opposition; the Senate has delayed the vote and is
doing additional research on the aspects of the bill. It is my opinion that the Veterans Administration is doing
a terrible dis-service to our veterans. They are fighting against taking on additional responsibilities to provide
assistance to our “Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans”. The main function of the Veterans Administration
is to provide care to our veterans, and not pick and choose what they will or will not accept. It would be
helpful to contact your US Senators and request them to pass HR-299 and move the bill to the President.
I hope to see many of you at the Albuquerque Reunion next May. We still are looking for an Association
Treasurer. If interested, David Graf (860-608-5943), our President, would love to accept your
appointment.
Sincerely,
George Passantino Acting Treasurer 8/17/17

FIRST NAME LAST NAME DIVISION RATE/RANK YRS ABOARD CITY STATE

JOSEPH TURK HC-1 ADJ3 1965 - 1967 Casa Grande AZ
JOHN HORN PERSONNEL PNCS 1993 - 1996 Cape Coral FL
JESSE FIGUEROA M DIVISION SN 1969 - 1970 Mira Loma CA

NICHOLAS LYNDON SUPPLY DIVISION CS3 1955 - 1956 Fairhaven MA
RICHARD BRONS OI DIVISION RD3 1966 -1970 Clinton MD
KENNETH RIEDEL OA DIVISION AG3 1967 -1968 Aurora CO

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS !!!!
NEW MEMBERS BETWEEN 6/1/2018 TO 9/1/2018 ********** WELCOME ABOARD 
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SECRETARY’S LETTER
Hi Everyone,
Personal events over the past 6 months make me think about all of the things
that can happen to us that we didn’t plan for and all of the plans that end up so
different than we expected.
I remember telling Holly a number of years ago that I might have to relocate
from Colorado to Texas in order to advance in my job. Her response was:
“Enjoy yourself! Be sure to write!” Now we live in Texas (together and actually
kind of like it!).
When you reach our age health issues always manage to crop up at the most inopportune times
(pacemakers and knee joint replacements have recently come into view for me)  Holly and I seem to
find some part of us that has “suddenly” gotten older nearly every day.
Of course, family is always there with the unexpected (We have had quite enough of that lately, thank
you!).
What does the above purging of my soul have to do with being Secretary of this Association?
Every week I get one or more newsletter returned marked as: “Undeliverable as Addressed” or “Unable
to Forward”, or even “Deceased”. For you snowbirds I might get “Temporarily Away”.
The point is we have lost contact with these members (probably because life intervened) and I often
cannot find them. I hate that!  Please let us know when you move, when your contact information
changes, when you want newsletters delivered to different Summer and Winter addresses, and, most
importantly, tell us when you know of a shipmate who has become ill or has passed away. Every
member is important to us!  Here are a few returns I have recently gotten. Please let me know if you
have information about them, know how to contact them or know what has happened to them:
David I Shapiro (North Carolina) marked “Deceased”
George J Fenzl (Virginia) marked “Unable to Forward”
Carl E Clement (Pennsylvania)  marked “Unable to Forward”
Samuel Guida (Pennsylvania) marked “Insufficient Address”
Oh yeah, one more thing, I really need a backup.  I will keep doing this job because it is essential
and interesting, but I need to show someone else what I do just in case life (or something else)
intervenes. It simply involves me sending updated info to you (usually Excel or Word files) as a
backup each month and a phone call to explain how to use them if I am unable to. Just let me or David
know if you are willing. This job should not be without backup.

Dennis SaBell - Secretary

THANK YOU!

FIRST NAME LAST NAME GENERAL FUND MEMORIAL FUND DATA ENTRY-
LOCATOR

SHIPS BELL CG-47 MUSEUM

CALVIN TURNER X
JAMES ROLLE X

ROBERT COLLINS X

DONATIONS MADE TO USS TICONDEROGA VETERANS ASSN 6/1/18 TO 9/1/2018
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It is with great respect & sadness that we report the deaths of the following shipmates:
Melvin L. Brown - Life Member, age 77, of North Hills, CA, passed away December 28, 2017.
We were notified of his passing by his wife Louise.  While onboard in 1959 – 61 he was an AN
in G Div.  After he left the ship he worked as a printer until he opened a property management
business with his wife. Mel is survived by wife Louise, son Gary, daughter Michelle, and six
grandchildren.
Nunzie ‘Larry’ Digaetano  - Life Member and 20th President of the Association,  age 91, of

Toms River, NJ passed away July 22, 2018.  We were notified of his passing by his daughter,
Dolores Generallo. While onboard in 1944 - 45 he was a Coxswain and BM3 in 4th, 8th and MAA
Divisions.  After he left the ship he worked for West Orange Fire Department where he was a Fire
Captain and from which he retired. He also owned and operated NU LAR, which provided services
and sales of CPR equipment.  Larry is survived by wife Beverly, daughters Dolores Generallo
and Debbie Anthony, two grandchildren, and 1 great grandchild.  He was predeceased in death
by his first wife Florence (of 63 years) with whom he attended many reunions.
William K. Hyatt - Life Member, age 95, of Tacoma, WA passed away July 7, 2018.  We were
notified of his passing by his wife, Virginia.  While onboard in 1944 – 47 he was an MM1 in M
Div.  After he left the ship he worked for National Auto Lease for 40 years before he retired.
William is survived by his wife Virginia, a daughter Chris Hildebran, sons Bill and James Hyatt,
four grandchildren, and 3 great grandchildren.  Son Bill noted that his dad was piped aboard the
Ticonderoga as a new vessel and that the ship was cut into scrap just below their home in Tacoma.
He and two of his shipmates got to go aboard and were given teak from the original flight deck,
which they made into a plaque. “Not many were first to board and last to leave, so to speak”.
Edward J Ketcham – Life Member of Poway CA who passed away June 22, 2018.  We were
notified by his wife Alicia. While onboard from 1966 to 1967 he was an ETCS in OE Division.
Alicia said that Edward was a proud member and that they attended the San Francisco Reunion
and had a nice time before Ed’s illness.
Joseph Smiegal - Life Member, age 84, of Lake Ariel, PA, passed away Feb 14, 2014.  We were
notified of his passing by his wife Margaret.  While onboard in 1954 – 1956 he was a BT1 in B
Div.  After he left the ship he worked for (and retired from) the Tobyhanna Army Depot. Joseph
is survived by his wife Margaret, son Joseph, daughter Renee, grandchildren: Jamie Ofcharsky,
Joseph Smiegal, and Michael Smiegal, and two stepgrandchildren, Leigh Hermanovich and Marisa
Driebe.
Rod Stillwell – Life Member of Chatsworth, CA passed away August 9, 2018. We were notified
by his daughter Lisa Stillwell. While onboard from 1956 to 1958 he was an MM3 in M Division.
Richard W. Valentine - Life Member, age 93, of Seminole, FL passed away June 4, 2018.  We
were notified of his passing by Victor Mallet. While onboard in 1944-45 he was an ARM2/C in
Squadron VT-80. He graduated from the University of Illinois with a degree in electrical
engineering, moved to Cedar Rapids and got a job with the Collins Radio Company.  After the
space program work terminated in the early 70’s the Valentine family relocated to Pinellas County,
FL and Richard continued working in the space program field at Electronic Communications, Inc.
and Honeywell until his retirement.  Richard’s wife Shirley Jean died in 2006.  They attended
many Association reunions.  Richard is survived by his son Richard Jr. and daughters Nancy and
Patricia; granddaughters Heather, Melonie, Nicole, and Stephanie; grandson, Sean; great-
granddaughters, Irish and Lilly; and great-grandsons, Aben, Zachary, and Corbin.
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Chaplains Corner By: LCDR Brett Inman
Fellow Shipmates & Friends,

I think most of us appreciate those three-day holidays that pop up in between
the major holiday celebrations like Christmas, New Years, and Easter. Labor
Day is one of those holidays. Labor Day was a creation of the Labor Movement
and is dedicated to the social and economic achievements of American workers.
It constitutes a yearly national tribute to the contributions workers have made
to the strength, prosperity, and well-being of our country.

Many people wrongly think that work is something that we all must do for now, but when we get to
Heaven, we will no longer have to work. This is not God’s intent for man. While it is true that work became
more difficult after the fall of man in the Garden, God always intended for man to work in His creation.

Humans, as image-bearers of God, are called to exercise dominion and rulership over the whole of
creation. Rulership and dominion always involve work and responsibility. While God made something out
of nothing, we are called to make something out of the raw materials of His creation. We are like
“sub-contractors,” so to speak.

God views all work in the act of ruling and subduing creation as important. This includes those who
build things, run businesses, teach, grow food and the thousands of other jobs that help culture function.
Jesus was a carpenter, or general contractor, for about 18 years. It is estimated he worked in this manner
from around the age of 12 to about 30. God’s work can be advanced from all valid professions.

Redemption includes the idea of not only correcting mankind’s relationship with God, but also that of
creation. Literally, the whole of creation will be liberated from its bondage (Romans 8:19-21), and the
curse concerning mankind’s work will be removed.

Even now, Scripture tells us that our work can all be done to the glory of God. Our work is to be done
for Him (Col 3:23); we are even to give Him glory in how we eat and drink (1 Corinthians 10:31).

Our jobs should be something much more than simply a means of paying the bills and putting food on
the table. When we work together with other people and serve customers, giving them good products and
services, we increase the well-being of our society. As we use our talents in the workplace, we can do so
for the good of God’s kingdom here on Earth and in Heaven.

Not only does God receive glory from our work, but we benefit also. Scripture encourages us to enjoy
the fruit of our labors. Our good works at our workplace can enhance our sense of joy, peace and security
when we rightly perceive our purpose in the work we perform.

God is a worker. By His power he sustains all the universe, and we ought to work as God does. Work
is to be viewed as a gift from God to give man his dignity, to give meaning to life, to avoid idleness and
the sins that go along with idleness, to provide for his own needs, and to serve the needs of others.

Every job, every legitimate occupation, is within God’s moral calling. In our work, we are to put His
image on display as a light to those who do not know Him. It is a beautiful thing.

Just like it takes every sailor to “fight the ship” to win the battle, it takes each of us pursuing our work
with passion and with a view of the big picture of what God has called us to do (subdue the earth). If we
labor in this way, we will bring Him Glory through what we do each day.
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Brief History of the Seagoing Marines
“Soldiers of the Sea”

Nearly everyone is familiar with the Marine Corps and its Air,
Land and Sea operations, the less well-known are its seagoing
activities. Their service aboard ships of  the fleet span to the
days of  sharpshooting from frigate’s rigging to the service of
manning a 5inch gun on air craft carriers.

Marines equipped with muskets and a cutlass, first served under Commodore Esek
Hopkins aboard the USS Cabot in 1775. In 1803 action against the Barbary pirates took
Marines to the northern coast of  Africa and the “Shores of  Tripoli.”

In 1842 also saw ship detachment of  leathernecks become engaged in the suppression
of  slave trading which sprung up along the western coast of  Africa.

When Admiral Matthew C Perry visited Japan in 1854, Marines participated in the
impressive ceremony and pageantry of  the occasion, which helped promote trade
agreements between the two countries.

In 1871 after several American seamen had been massacred in Korea a U.S. Naval
squadron was sent to the country to negotiate for the protection of  the Americans and
of  possible open trade between Korea and the United States. When the U.S. Ships were
fired upon by the Koreans, a landing force of  Marines was sent up the Sallee River to
attack the forts. Of  the 105 Marines who formed the shock of  the troops for the
expedition, six were awarded the medal of  Honor for Heroism.

By 1872 following the purchase of  Alaska from Russia illegal destruction of  seals in the
Bering Sea had reached wholesales proportions. The steamer Al-Ki with three Marine
officers and 40 Marines aboard was sent to the troubled area and the ruthlessness soon
ended.

In modern days, the Marine Detachment or MarDet was a unit of  35-55 Marines stationed
aboard battleships and air craft carriers as regular components of  a ship’s company.

The mission/responsibilities evolved over time and included protecting the ship’s Captain,
security and defense of  the ship’s operation with limited action ashore, securing nuclear
weapons and ceremonial details. Marine Detachments aboard naval ships were disbanded
in 1998
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Personal attachment to the organization:
After graduation from boot camp at MCRD San Diego, while seating on our pockets in
“Platoon Street” in front of  our Quonset huts the Platoon Senior Drill Instructor was
reading off  names and duty stations for each of  the recruits. When he came to my name
his words were “you got raped by an ape”, then he said I was selected to attend Sea
School. I was concerned because I was the only Marine assigned that duty. I packed my
sea bag and marched across the “grinder” parade field at MCRD and reported to Sea
School. It was an intense one-month course of  classes, physical training, naval history,
ship identification, shipboard firefighting, damage control and 5-inch gun training.

Upon completion of  Sea School I was assigned to the Marine Detachment aboard the
USS Ticonderoga CVA-14 moored at Coronado Island, San Diego. This was my first
duty station as a Marine.

I was stationed aboard the “Ti” from December 1962 to December 1964. My first tour
in Vietnam was aboard the “Ti” in August 1964, during the Gulf  of  Tonkin Incident. I
was later attached to the Combined Action Program (CAP) for my second (’66-’67) and
third (’69-’79) tour in Vietnam.

PS: I now am happily living in Albuquerque, NM married to a beautiful Lady, Darlene.
We anxiously await to welcome the Ticonderoga Veterans Association to our home
town in 2019.

Sea School MCRD San Diego          Graduating Class 1962

MarDet Inspection aboard the USS Ticonderoga
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CARRIER STORE ITEMS ORDER FORM:
NO ITEM PRIC QTY PRICE
17 Ceramic Coffee Mug w/Logo & Tiger $12 + $9 Parcel Post

$12 + $11 Priority/Track#

18  Ball Caps–CVA‐14, CVS‐14S, CG‐47 $20 includes shipping
+$2.25 for CV/CVS Scrambled

19 USS TICONDEROGA Warship Pictorial Book $20 includes shipping

20

Blue Polo Shirt ‐ S, XL

Black Polo Shirts NLA

Gray Polo Shirts‐M,L,XL

CVA ATTACK CARRIER

$29 includes shippingTICO TIGER LOGO

NEW CV&CG LOGO
Blue Polo Shirts – 2X
Black Polo Shirts – 2X
Gray Polo Shirts‐2X,3X

CVA ATTACK CARRIER
$31 includes shippingTICO TIGER LOGO

NEW CV&CG LOGO

21
Gray Tee Shirts ‐  S,M,L,XL  CV/CVA/CVS/CG $20 includes shipping
Gray Tee Shirts ‐  NLA  CV/CVA/CVS/CG $22 includes shipping
Black Tee Shirts ‐ XL  TICO TIGER LOGO $20 includes shipping
Black Tee Shirts – NLA TICO TIGER LOGO $22 includes shipping

22
Round TICO Patch (5 inches) $11 includes shipping

TICO Tiger patch $11 includes shipping

One Inch Round Lapel / Hat Pin $6 includes shipping

23 Carrier Holiday Ornaments Colors:
BLUE $10 for 1 $18 for 2

$24 for 3 Includes ShippingRED
GREEN

24 40th REUNION Commemorative booklet $10 plus $5 shipping

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE!
FOR ITEMS 17-24 ORDER AS FOLLOWS:
CHECKS: (if you are not ordering using PAYPAL)
should be made to:
USS TICONDEROGA VETERANS’ ASSOCIATION
Orders should be mailed to:
Arthur Casello
1737 Hoyt Ave. E. St. Paul, MN. 55106
Email: CarrierStore@BigT.Net
If you have an e‐mail address,
it is suggested that you include it here:_________________________
and your phone number here:________________________________
in case we have to contact you for some reason or send you a tracking #
PLEASE check availability of products & SEE images of these items on
the “Carrier Store” page at: www.bigt.net/shipsstore.html and click on
the image of the ship, OR Email CarrierStore@BigT.net

Total:
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CRUISER STORE ITEMS ORDER FORM:
NO ITEM PRICE QTY PRICE

1
CV/CVA/CVS VIDEO SET $14 Shipping Incl.
CG‐47 VIDEO SET  $14 Shipping Incl.
BOTH VIDEO SETS ABOVE $24 Shipping Incl.

2 USS TICONDEROGA History/Ed. Set (Just $3.00/DVD!) $55 + $5 shipping

3

CG Ornaments Trim Colors: (Circle the codes.)
RG=Red w/Gold, GG=Green w/Gold, BG=Blue w/Gold,
WG=White w/Gold, RY=Red w/Yellow, GY=Green
w/Yellow, BY=Blue w/Yellow, WY=White w/Yellow

1 for $5, 2 for 9,
3 for $13, 4 for $16,
5 for $19, 6 for $22

4 Brass Ornament Stand
1 for $10, 2 for $18,
3 for $24, 4 for $31,
5 for $38, 6 for $45

5 Peter Hsu Drawing $10 plus $5 shipping
6 Color picture of ship Collage #1 $4 plus $1 shipping
7 Color picture of ship Collage #2 $4 plus $1 shipping
8 Antique Bronze Coin $15 plus $5 shipping
9 Cachet/Ship/Pascagoula, MS Cancellation $3 plus $1 shipping

10 Cachet/Decom Today/ Pascagoula, MS Cancellation $3 plus $1 shipping
11 Cachet/Last Day Postal Service Pascagoula, MS Cancellation $3 plus $1 shipping
12 #7 & #8 above signed by CO $6 plus $1 shipping
13 Cachet/Ship/Ticonderoga, NY Cancellation $3 plus $1 shipping
14 Cachet/Decom Today/Ticonderoga, NY Cancellation $3 plus $1 shipping
15 Cachet/Last Day Postal Service Tico., NY Cancellation $3 plus $1 shipping
16 #10, #11, #12 above signed by CO $6 plus $1 shipping

17 Radar waveguide seal $4 plus $1 shipping
PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE!
FOR ORDERS OF ITEMS 1‐17 ORDER AS FOLLOWS:

Orders of $30+ a Peter Hsu drawing is included free of charge
(Not applicable to Ornaments).

Checks (if you are not ordering using PAYPAL) should be made to USS
TICONDEROGA! VETERANS’ ASSOCIATION

Orders should be mailed to:
Ed Trotter 1150 Baywood Ave Camarillo, CA 93010‐3005
ticovet@verizon.net
If you have an e‐mail address it is suggested that you include it
here:______________________@_________________________
and your phone number here:____________________________
in case we have to contact you for some reason.
PLEASE check availability of products & SEE images of these items
on the “Ship's Store” page at: www.bigt.net/shipsstore.html.
Then click on picture of the ship.

Total: _____
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CRUISE BOOKS – ANNOUNCEMENT!
In case you missed it, we stopped bringing our hard copy Cruise Books to our reunion this year
in New Orleans.  It was costing too much to ship them and then someone had to store them in
between reunions.  It was decided to scan the cruise books and make them available on DVDs at
the reunion.  George Passantino scanned all our Cruise Books and 6 Chromebook Laptops were
used so the books could be viewed at the reunions.  It worked well in New Orleans.  George passed
this data to our Webmaster, Gordon Humphrey who now has them on the History Link of the
website www.bigt.net.  Now you do not have to go to a reunion to enjoy the books.  This is
especially good for those who never had a book for the period(s) they were on board or have lost
their book.  Thanks George and Gordon.
With that good news you know what is coming next.  Naturally, as your membership chairman,
I am encouraging you to have a pen and paper handy as you look at your division photos.  If you
recognize someone about which you know some information (hometown, old address, phone
number, email) please write it down and send to me so we can look for the person.  You could
open either WORD or your email program and as you see someone with which you have
information press the ALT and TAB keys and you will shift to the other program where you can
type in what you remember and then press the ALT and TAB keys to go back to the cruise book.
Email anything you think of to Ed Trotter at ticovet@verizon.net
We know some of you were on more than one ship and might like to look at their cruise books
also. To do that go to:
https://www.navysite.de/cruisebooks/  You will also see the TICO cruise books there (not all
the CG books).   ENJOY THE MEMORIES!
We have had an inquiry asking if anyone remembers Michael Matthew Dillon who was
supposed to have been a Corpsman in 67-70?   He went to the hospital in Danang when he left
the ship.  If you have any information about Michael please let Ed Trotter know at
ticovet@verizon.net  or you can call at 805-484-2930

EDITORS NOTE:   Success with Switchboard.Com
On Wednesday 29 Aug 2018 we had someone sign our Guestbook.  He was a W Div shipmate
from 1968 and said:  I’m looking two guys from Brooklyn they were twins and airdales.
I sent this out to a couple of members from the Aviation Divisions and got an immediate response
from George Passantino saying who they were and that he had been in boot camp with them.
I went to Switchboard.com and put in Vincent Vivino and Arthur Vivino and called the numbers
listed.  On the second number listed I got Vincent and had a nice talk and he is thinking he would
join the Association.  I left a voicemail for Arthur and am looking forward to hearing back from
him.
It is rare that you take any name and find the right phone number immediately but it happened
today.
Hopefully as you look at your hard copy cruise book or the cruise books we just put on line you
will remember shipmates and tell us what you remember and we will try to find them.
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PLEASESENDTHIS FORM ANDYOUR DUESTO:
DENNIS W. SABELL - SECRETARY

P. O. BOX 3178 UNIVERSAL CITY, TX 78148-2278
Make Check Payable to: USS Ticonderoga Veterans’ Association

PLEASE PRINT
NAME:  DIVISION:

RANK:  (highest while aboard) YEARS ABOARD:  to  (reported ‐left)

APT. # / LOT #:  SPOUSE'S NAME:

ADDRESS/ P.O. BOX:

CITY:  STATE:  ZIP:

Alternate Address:

 Use Alternate address (Y/N) forNewslettersmailed in: Jan  Ap r  Jul  Oct

Optional Information:
If the information  below  is provided  you will be giving  permission for

This  information to be shared  with other  members

PHONE#:  CELL#:  FAX#:

E‐MAIL ADDRESS:  @

Dues Included  for Period:

($20). . . Dues for Jan. ‐ Dec. 2018 ($20). . . Dues for Jan. ‐ Dec. 2022

($20). . . Dues for Jan. ‐ Dec. 2019 ($20). . . Dues for Jan. ‐ Dec. 2023

($20). . . Dues for Jan. ‐ Dec. 2020 ($20). . . Dues for Jan. ‐ Dec. 2024

($20). . . Dues for Jan. ‐ Dec. 2021 ($20). . . Dues for Jan. ‐ Dec. 2025

. . . Or Lifetime Membership  Amount  (See Below)

Personal Gift Contributions to:

Memorial  Fund

General Fund

USS CG‐47 Museum Room

USS CV‐14 Ship’s Bell Refurbishment

Data Entry Shipmate Locator

      TOTAL

Please Remember:  For dues or contribution,  notify treasurer  and secretary of any change of address.

Lifetime Membership Amounts:

Age 29 & under = $ 1,100 Age 59 & under = $ 500
Age 39 & under = $ 900 Age 69 & under = $ 300
Age 49 & under = $ 700 Age 70 & older = $ 100

THIS FORM CAN BE
PRINTED FROM
WWW.BIGT.NET

MEMBERSHIP PAGE.
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