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THE CHAPLAIN’S CORNER By
Andrew Jensen, Captain, CHC, USN
Iam writing this Chaplains Corner during Holy Week. I could write forever about this season
of the year but must condense my feelings and thoughts to a few words.  First  of all,
this season represents the beginning of spring.  The winter blues are put behind us and
we look forward to the warm, sunny and more carefree days of spring and summer.
But for the Christian, this season has a more profound meaning than simply marking the
beginning of spring. It brings us Holy Week and a reminder of Christ's forgiveness, eternal
hope and the joy that brings to our lives.

Holy Week tells the Christian believers about the final days of Jesus Christ - His triumphal
entry into Jerusalem - the dark days that led to his sacrificial death - His pain and agony - finally his
victory over death and the hope of eternal life for those who follow Him.  If Holy week ended with Good Friday,
this season would be a sad one and would not blend with the joy of this spring season. It is the victory that
we celebrate on Easter that makes Holy Week so special to the Christian.

I know that this season has special meaning for many who come from non Christian backgrounds, but coming
from a Christian orientation, I did want to share with you the meaning this season has for me, especially
Holy Week.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
SHIPMATES AND FRIENDS,

 May is just around the corner and we are looking forward to
seeing everyone for a fun time in St. Louis!
             Julia and I have been working hard to put this Reunion
together with the help of Ed Trotter, Gordon Humphrey, and our
daughter, Sandy Murphy.  We have also had help from Bob and
Karen Sexton and the Armed Forces Reunion Coordinator.  Other
than the three fun group tours we have planned, there are many
other things to do in the city that you can pursue on your own.
If you love Casinos, there are several on the River;   the hotel staff will call one of the Casinos to send
transportation to pick you up, it is free, just ask.  If you love baseball, the St. Louis Cardinals will be playing
the Padres at Busch Stadium downtown on Monday, May 21st at 7:15 PM.  If you are interested in other tours,
there is a web site http://ExploreStLouis.com which has a long list of things to do in St Louis.  If you want to
stay close to the hotel, there is a quaint courtyard (see photo) with lots of food options just a few steps outside
the lobby door.  And of course we will have the always popular Hospitality Room open for the duration of the
Reunion!

 On the Business front - we are still looking for a Reunion Coordinator
and Newsletter Editor.  Many thanks to Dennis SaBell for taking over as
Secretary.  It has been a while since we had an official Secretary, so we
really appreciate Dennis for taking this responsibility.
       Advertising our Reunion must be working - I have had several calls
asking for information on our St. Louis Reunion and am hoping a lot more
of the CG-47 Ticonderoga Shipmates will sign up for the Reunion.
  As you know, George Passantino will be our President for the upcoming
year 2012-2013.  Let's give him our support.

In closing Julia and I hope everyone will have a GREAT time.  Thanks for all your support.

C���i� S T�r���
President 2011-2012 USS Ticonderoga Veterans Association

PS: PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING GIFTS FOR THE RAFFLE!
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BANQUET SPEAKER  SARA MOSES
Meet Sara Moses in St Louis Sunday May 20
Sara Moses tells the story of her survival as one of
the youngest children, without her parents, to
survive a Jewish ghetto and two Nazi
concentration camps. You will be changed by
Sara's personal account and learn what she
believes can help us today, in dealing with a world
still filled with double standards, violence and
hatred.

SARA MOSES

WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING EVERYONE
AT THE 41st ANNUAL REUNION MAY 18th 2012

USS HORNET TICONDEROGA MUSEUM ROOM

 – As many of you know our room on the USS HORNET is probably the
best one around.  Rich Radigonda has done a fantastic job of displaying
our memorabilia.  At the present time we are out of funds to continue
to purchase memorabilia that becomes available.  Please consider a gift
to the Association marked for the USS HORNET Museum Room.
Memorabilia continues to be come available on EBAY and it is a shame
we cannot get it for lack of funds.  A $10.00 gift from each Association
member would put us in a great position to get many good items of
memorabilia.  Please use the DUES form to send in your gifts. Thank
you for your consideration of this request.

We need to start thinking where to have our 2014 Reunion. It should be
on the East Coast area, even up to 300 miles inland. We will be voting
on it this year in St. Louis. One place that has been mentioned is
Charleston, SC. If you would like to host one in your area let us know.
Send an email with your choice(s)/comments/questions to Ed Trotter at
ticovet@verizon.net or call his cell in CA at 805-338-6224 and leave your
suggestions/comments/questions on his voice mail.

- 2014 REUNION -
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DON’T MISS THE BUDWEISER BREWERY TOUR!
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Honoring fallen heroes
David Adlerstein
2011-07-16 14:29:17

On Jan. 21 1945, as Walter J. Mallett strode the catwalk of the
U.S.S. Ticonderoga aircraft carrier, he thought to himself how nice
the weather was over the South China Sea, how you could see a
fly in the sky five miles away, and thus had little fear of a surprise
air attack by the Japanese.

Hours later he would be lying on the deck alongside a 500-
pound bomb, choking on smoke as the flames neared while
20mm guns blazed away at the attacking aircraft overhead.

Within days he was in a naval hospital in Guadalcanal, and within
weeks, not long after he turned 22, he would be at Espiritu Santo in
the New Hebrides Islands, recuperating in a wooden building with
no air conditioning along the equator.

Sixteen months after he was hit, his shoulder blown away, Mallett
left the U.S. Naval Hospital in Jacksonville with a medical discharge
and a Silver Star, and returned to Carrabelle to rebuild the old fish
house

that his widowed mother and four younger brothers had struggled with throughout the war.

The right arm of the strapping 6’4” Carrabelle man was now 4” shorter than his left, but he would
make due, and build a life for himself, his wife Frances, and his four children.

“I haven’t had my right hand in my pocket or my hand over my head in 66 years,” he said.

But this past Memorial Day, his heart was in his hands and his head was in the clouds, as he
represented all the Navy veterans of his “greatest generation” in a wreath-laying ceremony to honor and
remember the nation's "Fallen Heroes" at a special commemorative event at the National World War II
Memorial in Washington, D.C.

Mallett, 88, stood alongside Admiral Michael Mullen, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, who would
later give the keynote address. The Norwegian Chief of Defense, General Harald Sunde spoke in
recognition of the service of the Norwegian veterans who fought alongside 99th Infantry Battalion during
World War II. Together with Norwegian World War II veterans, members of the 99th Infantry were
recognized and honored during the commemoration.

Actors Joe Mantegna, Gary Sinise, and Ron Masak, and singer Nancy Sinatra took part in
the remembrance ceremony as well.

“It was really nice, to tell you the truth,” said Mallett, who has lived in Port Richey for the past 60 years.
“It made you feel nice. People had their children out there trying to teach them a little history, and have
their picture taken with you. It was an honor really.”
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The origins of Mallett’s trip has roots in a reunion of veterans of the U.S.S. Ticonderoga, which was
first commissioned as an aircraft carrier in 1944, the fourth incarnation of a ship that began as a 17-
gun schooner in the flotilla that helped win the War of 1812’s Battle of Lake Champlain.

In that year, Mallett was still carrying in his wallet the port pass been issued two years earlier, after
concerned officials wanted to tighten scrutiny following the June 29, 1942 sinking of the British
freighter the Empire Mica off the coast of Cape San Blas.

In fact, Mallett kept both his port pass and his draft registration in his wallet for six decades, until it
was lost just three months ago.

“It was to prove you weren’t a German spy, and it said to keep it on your person at all times,” he said. “So I
still had mine. I’m a law-abiding citizen.”

As a member of the original crew of the Ticonderoga when it was commissioned as an aircraft
carrier, Mallett was a “plank owner,” one of the first 10 men who were part of the original reunion in
New Port Richey.

But all are gone now, and the reunion has swelled into an enormous gathering held in Washington.
Mallett wanted to be part of the 40th reunion, and to attend the Memorial Day concert that weekend.

But his youngest son, Robert, a journalist who is now an Orlando attorney, decided to go even further,
and made arrangements with James Fisher, executive director of the Friends of the National World War
II Memorial, for his father to take part in the ceremony.

Accompanying Mallett and his youngest son on the trip were eldest son Walter Jr., now of Weeki
Wachee. Walter Jr., who like daughter Susan Frances had been born in the former Apalachicola Hospital
at the old Army-Air Force base, is a veteran of service in the Air Force’s Minuteman missile program.

Also accompanying Walter Mallett on the Washington trip were middle son Victor Mallett and wife
Janet, of Port Richey, both of whom work with the Pasco County school district.

Mallett’s younger brother, Army veteran Lester Mallett, and wife Barbara Ann, of Port Richey, were also
on hand.

As it turned out, with so much going on that weekend, Mallett missed out on much of the Ticonderoga
reunion, although he does cherish the piece of the flight deck that was presented him as a member of
the original crew.

“After I got so involved in this thing I didn’t get to participate in a lot of the reunion,” he said.

From his window at the hotel, across the street from the Pentagon, Mallett could see the stirring sights of
the nation’s capital. “We had a ball,” said Mallett. “My son told his brothers that this was once in a
lifetime.”

Through a friend of a friend, a pilot for Delta Airlines, Robert Mallett arranged for a trip up the
Potomac aboard a 40’ yacht with twin diesel engines, followed by dining along the waterfront.

The next day the family took in the sights of Washington, traveling in a rented limousine. At one point,
the hundreds of motorcyclists that were part of “Rolling Thunder” treated the limo regally.

“Everybody was waving, and it looked like we had a motorcycle escort and the president or
somebody was coming by,” said Mallett. “We had a wonderful time.”

On Sunday night, May 29, Mallett had front and center seats for the National Memorial Day Concert,
co- hosted by Sinise and Mantegna, both of whom have dedicated themselves to veterans’ causes
and supporting troops in active service.
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Obituaries
It is with great sadness that we report the DEATHS of the following Shipmates:
William Bartlett – William was a Life Member who died July 1, 2011.  He lived in Honolulu HI and is
survived by his wife Joan. While on the ship he was a LTJG in M Division from 1960 to 1963.
Alva M. Bowen  – Alva was a Life Member who died December 14, 2011.  He lived in Anapolis, MD and
is survived by his wife Delly. While on the ship he was a CDR (CH.ENG) from 1962 to 1963.
John C. Giftos – John was a Life Member who died March 9, 2012. He lived in Spring Hill, FL and is
survived by his wife Mary. While on the ship he was an HA-1 in H Division in 1944.
Herbin Helfrich – Herbin was a non-member who died September 24, 2011.  He lived in Highland, MI
and is survived by his wife Sue. While on the ship he was a MM2 in A Division from 1954 to 1956.
Gene Huckle – Gene was a Life Member who died August 15, 2011. He lived in Waverly, NY and is
survived by his wife Dorothy. While on the ship he was a WT2 in B Division from 1944 to 1946.
Lysle Lewis – Lysle was a non-member who died March 7, 2001. He was a plank owner.
Richard Mara – Richard was a Life Member who died December 31,2011. He lived in Bakersfield, CA
and is survived by his wife Gail Sue.  While on the ship he was an AB3 in V-3 Division from 1958 to 1959.
Joseph Martino – “Marty” was a Life Member who died January 12, 2012. He lived in Scranton PA and
is survived by his wife Jean.  While on the ship he was a MM2 in M Division in 1944.
George Merryweather – George was a Life Member who died in February 2012.  He lived in Murphy,
TX and is survived by his wife Monta. While on the ship he was a LCDR in AIR-80 in 1944 (awarded
Silver Star).
Henry J. Miller – Henry was a Regular Member who died December 27, 2011.  He lived in Pembroke,
MA and is survived by his wife Winifred. While on the ship he was a S 1/C in V-2 Division from 1944 to
1946.
William H. Thomas – William was a Regular Member who died January 15 2012.  He lived in Bellevue,
WA.  While on the ship he was an AOMT 2 in V-5 Division from 1944 to 1945 (Plank Owner).
Seth T. Wilson – Seth was a Life Member who died June 12, 2007. He lived in Hampton, VA and is survived
by his wife Evelyn.  While on the ship he was an MM3 in V-1 and A Divisions in 1944.
Florence Digaetano – Florence was the wife of Larry Digaetano. She died March 6, 2011 and lived in
Tom’s River, NJ.
Kathleen M (Large) Meier – Kathleen was the daughter of past Association President Charles Large. She
lived in Easton, MA.

The 90-minute broadcast featured appearances and/or performances by General Colin L. Powell
(Ret.), Kris Allen, Dianne Wiest, B.B. King, Hayley Westenra, Forest Whitaker, Jason Ritter, Daniel
Rodriguez, Yolanda Adams and Maestro Jack Everly as well as numerous military bands and
choruses “We sat right behind the politicians,” said Mallett, with a laugh.
On Monday morning, accompanied by his youngest son, Mallett represented the thousands of Navy
men and women, living and dead, who served this nation during World War II.
This time, old age has joined injury in preventing his good arm from being lifted above his head, but
none of that mattered.
As the wreath was placed, and Mallett lined up in solemn tribute, it must have felt like the entire Navy,
and all who went before, had their arms snapped to their brow in crisp salute.

© Copyright 2012 Freedom Communications. All Rights Reserved.
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ON THE TICO 1968
The year 1968 was a pivotal point in history for the United States. In Vietnam, the military was trying to deal
with the Tet offensive, the siege at Khe Sanh, the Pueblo incident, draft dodgers and critics. Stateside, in
the colleges, anti‐war protests were reaching a high point and the most successful make out line in history:
“Make Love not War!” was enabled by the easy availability of the relatively new birth control pill.  Space
travel  was  beginning  to  be  a  reality,  auto makers were  building  “muscle  cars”,  clothes  were “funky”  and
everything else was “groovy”. Personal computers and the Internet were just ideas. Captain Kirk’s Star Trek
crew had the only cell phones.

In the center of all of this were the early baby‐boomers... like… Well… like me…!

In 1968, the USS Ticonderoga survived a massive typhoon on the way to Japan, her pilots battled terrible in‐
country  weather,  she  went  to  Korea  with the  Enterprise,  and  the  crew  worked  their  butts off  trying  to
support the ground troops and keep the ship in repair. Captain “Mac” drove us hard and most of us really
liked him. We set efficiency and sortie records and “Pirate” Nichols even shot down a Mig.

Me? I sprained my wrist…

So, the docs told me to lay off my job as an aircraft fueler (purple shirt) and rest the wrist for a few days.  I
sat in front of a typewriter (using one good finger) and stood double security watches when we weren’t at
flight‐quarters (to let others sleep).  That is to say, in the midst of all this, I was bored stiff and had lots of
time on my hands for about 5 days…

Well,  as  I  sat  at the typewriter  and  walked  from  station  to  station  on  watch,  I  began  to  think  about  the
“stuff” that was going on.  I thought about what we were doing.  I thought about what my friends and peers
back home were doing. I  thought  about how the  news  was  reporting  what  we  all  were  doing.  I  thought
about girls, and about cars, and what I was going to do after the Navy.  I felt sad, I felt mad, I felt alone, I felt
envy,  and  confusion,  but,  most  of  all,  I  felt  like  everyone  was  so  wrapped  up  in  themselves  that  no  one
seemed to realize how much everything was changing and maybe not for the better.

I thought I was going to be an English teacher after my discharge (didn’t happen), I loved to read and (shh,
don’t tell anyone) I was kind of into…poetry!

Anyway,  I had all of these thoughts running through my head and they needed a way out. On an earlier
cruise  a  shipmate and  I  had  started  a  “sanity”  word  game  to  help  pass  the  time  between launches and
recoveries.  One of us would throw out a phrase or a question and the other would try to respond with a
phrase or answer that rhymed (kind of a “rap” challenge ‐ before its time).  So, maybe as a result of that,  all
of my new scattered thoughts started forming themselves into two line rhyming couplets (I swear I wasn’t
using  drugs,  it  just  happened).  Well,  I  started  writing  them  down,  and  they started  to  become a  kind  of
story, and, then, I couldn’t stop until it was finished 5 days later.  When it was done I laboriously typed up
the handwritten scraps with my good hand.

In 1970, when I was discharged, I grabbed the pages from my locker and jammed them in my sea bag and
didn’t see them again for many years.  One day (about 1983 or so) they turned up (yellow and torn). I read
the words and was kind of surprised to find out that my opinions and feelings had not changed much. So, I
taped up the torn pages and put them in my dresser. About ten years later, the thing surfaced again.  I read
it  and,  again,  couldn’t  think  of  anything I would  change.  This  time  I  decided  to  make  a  digital  copy,  so,  I
typed  it  into  my computer, and  promptly forgot  about  it  again.  A  few  weeks  ago  I  thought  of  it  and
purposely went looking for it.  Up until now, I have only shared this with about 5 people in 40 years. I guess
I thought it would make me look wimpy or something. Well, I got over that!
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What I wrote down and typed with one finger back in 1968 when I was 22 years old is this:

The Imperfect Tree

The desert's wide; so parched and drear
That on its face all life is dear.

Yet, in the midst, the driest place,
A spring (blest freedom) shows its face.

Close by its source a lonely tree
Holds back the Sun (the enemy).

Around the tree the sturdy shoots
Of grass hold soil about its roots.

This palm is wise. Its fronds are wide,
To, spring and grass, from burning hide;

But these same leaves part carefully
That all below will speckled be.

The carpet green must see the ray
To prosper and to grow each day,
But may not give its frail face o'er
For Sun's shafts full on it to pore.

This bit of life cannot here be
Unless it knows the enemy ---

But, 'thout the tree's umbrella high
The grass below will surely die

And rot away because the spring
Will burn to dust and leave nothing.

Here, many years this has been so:
The tree, the grass, the spring help grow

Each other and the harmony
Has never fully broke. Look! See
How oft this shelter birds will take

And fowl of every kind partake
The water, shade, and rest that's here

(Beneath the tree all find but peer,
Each equal in his thirst,

And not one coming first!)
The tree, the tree does mighty grow!

To hold its soil; the grass below.

A flower appears to change the course,
Though not at first and not by force.

Tender yet, it is not grown,
A simple stem with promise blown
Of petals bright, perfume, and wild

Prettiness of little child.
Now, as its growth with wonder all
About it watch, not knowing gall
Lies hidden there within the bud,

It opes to bloom ... Its hue is Blood!
Do none yet see how foul the seed

Come with this flower? No! This Weed!

The time's past much too swiftly! See!
The pretty bloom has ceased to be!
Bud, fertilized by source unknown,
Its crimson cap away has thrown.

The pregnant seeds are scattered 'round
Betwixt the blades and on the mound

Where rooted is the shelter tree ...
And here they fall especially!

Each quickly roots and rapid grows ...
Soon ... 'round the trunk ... a garden shows ...

A Blood Red Sea! Oh! Still the grass
Thinks of a flower and lets it pass!

(For, after all, the flow'r can't harm;
It has no jaws, no thorn, no arm!)

Wait! Look! It drinks, with hungry greed,
More water than the others need!
The wine is free to all who share

and each may drink quite deep, but there
Is just enough and none to waste
(For it is rare and sweet to taste).

The sightless weeds ... they cannot see
The harm they are doing to the tree,

By stealing from its roots the soil
And water, will their own lives spoil!

The strangled tree must die apace.
How sad! The beauty of this place
Reduced to sand and not a trace
of tree, or grass, or flower's face;

Unless, the grass will hold its ground
And not retreat, but, keep the mound:
This way hold flowers in their place
And teach them moderation, grace,

And worthiness to own a plot
Here in the shade ... this special spot.

The tree holds out the burning face
The Sun's heat is not in this place.

The cactus, arid plant, is made
That it may not survive in shade,
And many more beside the brook

May never find a proper nook.
So, if the seed of Sun-fed plant

Blows in the shade (on any cant),
It wont survive! The tree will slay

It in the shadow shed by day!

(The bitter weed, the flower fair
So many surface features share
That men have oft mistakenly

Bought weed and paid a flower's fee.)
- A moment more, now, in the "bower".-
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The grass accepts the sprout as flower,
The tree allows that it may stay

(Although mistrust still clouds the way),
To prove itself eventually ...
To earn its drink of liberty.

For all are welcome in this place
That help support, protect, its face!

A flower true; once, long ago;
Fair, midst the summer sand did grow.
No tree, no grass was bordered 'round
Its fragile stem thrust in the ground;

Alone it stood, its petals ... white,
And from its center came a light

Of beauty and unselfishness.
Its fragrence was a soft caress

Midst choking dust and stench of dead.
Somehow (invisibly) t'was fed.

In all its purity unfurled
This bloom was meant to guide the world.

The innocent will often find
The senselessness of cruel mankind:
Without just causes came the hoard

To nail white petals to a board.
How great the loss! Oh, all who'd seen

The tender flow'r as it had been
Did grieve and cry and mourn the day;

For something good was gone away.
(This flower (Christ) is known to you,

My metaphor is used - not new;
And rise again he did, we know,

To prove his pow'r and love to show!)

But look you now on blossom red
That in th' oasis lifts its head

Beneath the curv'ed shelter tree.
As here before we've come to see
One can accept too carelessly:
The desert sand a lake may be
But t'will not quench a thirst!

Too oft we know a heart's been burst
By false illusions ta'en for truths

'Cause tender hours all reason soothes.
E'en so 'tis here; under the palm;

False, hiding doom, the easy calm!

If we so let our armies wane
And, thus, be martyred for no gain;
(Now, you see, my picture's clear
'Tis not 'n oasis, but right here!)
If open we ourselves to harm,
Hoping for some magic charm,

To show the world our peaceful way
And stay the arm that's come to slay

Us; ... then's our end, and none at all
Will for our troubles, us recall.
For we'll have giv'n our Liberty

To gamble on our enemy!

The tree's not perfect (for it kills ...)
But so do alcohol and pills,

And killing it will not bring end
To suffering, and quickly mend

The problems of a world of Sun ...
Instead its death will leave the one

Green spot that's left on Earth to die.
Perfect? No! But free to try

To, somehow, bring all men to see
The way to Peace, thru Liberty!

But, when we kill the imperfect tree
Our freedom then will cease to be!!

D. W. SaBell (1968)

Not great literature and the only long poem I
ever wrote. Guess I just didn’t like the
“flower children” very much right then, so, I
whacked them with a poem! Hope it was
worth your time.
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Check your membership Information now!

OK shipmates, bear  with  me!  I  have volunteered  to  be
the  new  Association Secretary. You  all  know  what
happens when you volunteer for something in the Navy …
So, have mercy!

Anyway, one of  my  tasks  is  to  maintain the  roster  and
mailing list. We have been working on these lists (actually
one  combined list)  and  I  now  have what  I  hope  is  good
current information.

We have  decided to  send  this  edition of  the  newsletter
out  to  everyone on  the  roster, hoping  to  get  very  few
“undeliverable” returns, and to encourage you to help us fix any errors, and bring your dues
up to date if necessary.

The first thing you can do to help out is to look at the mailing label on this newsletter.  If
any of the information is not exactly right, please let me know.  In particular, look at the
line  on  the label  directly  above your  name. It  will  either  show  your membership
status (like: “lifetime”, “honorary”) or a date.  If there is a date, it means you are listed on
the roster as a “regular” member and  it  should be  the date  through which your dues are
paid.  If you think the date or description is wrong, please let me know, so, I can check it out
and fix it.  You can e‐mail me at: Secretary@BigT.Net
If your dues are not up to date and you would like to continue to receive the newsletter and
participate as an association member, you need  to  fill out  the dues payment form  in  this
newsletter or on the website and send your dues to John Williams as indicated on the form.
Please note that we have gone to a January‐December annual dues schedule for simplicity.
I know  that many  of  you  do  not have  updated  dues  stickers  for  your  membership  cards,
some of you may have lost your cards, and a few may not have gotten cards. Please let me
know  and  I will  try  to  get  them  out to  you.  It  may  take  me  a  while  to  do that. In  the
meantime  the information  shown on  the  mailing  label  is  your  “official”  status as  of  right
now and will be regularly updated as I get new information.  We will probably publish the
updated roster again in a future newsletter after I get corrections.
If you know someone who would like to be a member, please give them the copy of the new
member  form in  this  newsletter or  on  the  website  and,  if  you  can,  try  to make it  to  a
reunion, they are really terrific!

Thanks!

Dennis Sabell (Secretary)
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PLEASE SEND THIS FORM AND YOUR DUES TO:
JOHN WILLIAMS SR. TREASURER

P. O. BOX 15325 PHILADELPHIA, PA 19111‐0325
Make Check Payable to Big T Veterans’ Association

PLEASE PRINT

Optional Information:
If the information below is provided you will be giving permission for

this information to be shared with other members

PHONE NUMBER: ________________________________ FAX NUMBER ____________________________

E‐MAIL ADDRESS: ______________________________ @ ________________________________________

Lifetime Membership Amounts:
Age 29 & under = $ 1,100
Age 39 & under = $ 900
Age 49 & under = $ 700
Age 59 & under = $ 500
Age 69 & under = $ 300
Age 70 & older = $ 100

______________TOTAL * A full year's dues must be included with prorated months
Please Remember: For dues or contribution, notify treasurer and secretary of any change of address

NAME: ___________________________________________ DIVISION: ________________________________

RANK: _____________________ (highest while aboard) YEARS ABOARD: _______to______ (reported ‐left)

APT. # / LOT #: ___________________________________ SPOUSE'S NAME:____________________________

ADDRESS / P.O. BOX: _________________________________________________________________________

CITY: _________________________________________ STATE: ______________ ZIP: _____________________

Alternate Address: ____________________________________________________________________________

Above Alternate Address for Newsletters Mailed in: Jan _________ Apr ________ Jul ________ Oct _________

Dues Included for Period:

___________ ($15)* . . . Joining Apr. ‐ Jun. (9 Months Dues)

___________ ($10)* . . . Joining Jul. – Sep. (6 Months Dues)

___________ ( $ 5)* . . . Joining Oct. ‐ Dec. (3 Months Dues)

___________ ($20) . . . . Jan 1, 2011 ‐ Dec.30, 2012 Personal Gift Contribution to:

___________ ($20) . . . . Jan 1, 2011 ‐ Dec.30, 2013  Memorial Fund: ______________________

___________ ($20) . . . . Jan 1, 2012 ‐ Dec.30, 2014  General Fund: ________________________

___________ ($20) . . . . Jan 1, 2013 ‐ Dec.30, 2015  USS Hornet Museum Room: ___________
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REGISTER
TODAY!
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SHERATON WESTPORT HOTEL LAKESIDE CHALET – ST LOUIS, MO
888-627-7066 314-434-5010

(Please reference the USS Ticonderoga Reunion to obtain the special reunion room rate)
The newly renovated Sheraton Westport Hotel Lakeside Chalet is conveniently located at 191 Westport Plaza, St Louis,
MO 63146, in the heart of St Louis, approximately 25 minutes from downtown. The hotel is an all pedestrian village with
15 different restaurants, night clubs, comedy club and live playhouse. In addition, the hotel front desk can arrange for
shuttle  service  to  Harrah’s  Casino. The hotel is approximately seven miles from the Lambert-St. Louis International
Airport. If you are driving, please call the hotel directly for accurate driving instructions. The hotel offers complimentary
parking at the hotel garage and surface lots. Each room features a coffee/tea maker, iron/ironing board, hairdryer, and
high speed internet access. The hotel is designated non-smoking. It also offers an indoor heated pool at the nearby Plaza,
fitness facility and golf courses nearby. Handicapped rooms are subject to availability.

The hotel provides complimentary parking for its guests. Check-in time is 3:00pm; check-out time is 12:00pm. Lucerne
Restaurant offers a traditional American cuisine for breakfast, lunch or dinner. Lucerne Lounge is a relaxing place to
meet with friends for drinks. Room service is also available.

The Sheraton Westport offers complimentary airport shuttle service to and from the Lambert-St. Louis International
Airport. The shuttle runs every ½ hour, from 6:30 am-11:00 pm. The van arrives at the airport on the ½ hour, but there is
also a courtesy phone located at the baggage claim area of the airport if needed. Space is limited on complimentary
services, so you may want to make other arrangements.

The hotel offers parking for RVs. For full hook-ups contact the St Louis RV Park at either 800-878-3330 or 314-241-3330.
They are located at 900 North Jefferson Ave, St Louis, MO 63106, which is approximately 20 miles from the hotel.

Should you need to rent a wheelchair for the reunion, ScootAround rents both manual and power wheelchairs by the day
and week. Please call their toll free number at (888) 441-7575 for details. All prices quoted include delivery fees.

Vendors, Schedules, and Prices are subject to change.
------------------------------------------------------------------------CUT HERE AND MAIL TO THE HOTEL-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

--
USS TICONDEROGA REUNION - HOTEL RESERVATION FORM

REUNION DATES: MAY 17-MAY 21, 2012

NAME _______________________________________________ SHARING ROOM W/ _____________________

ADDRESS________________________________________________________________ ZIP________________

TEL. NUMBER (________) _______________________ STARWOOD PREFERRED GUEST #________________

EMAIL ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________________________

ARRIVAL DATE _________________ APPROX. TIME __________________ DEP. DATE ___________________

___ # OF ROOMS ___ # OF PEOPLE IN RM. ___ HANDICAP ACCESS ___ KING BED ___ 2 DOUBLE BEDS
In the event room type requested is not available, nearest room type will be assigned.

RATE: $95 + tax, currently 15.175%. Rate good 3 days before and after reunion dates, based on availability.
CUT OFF DATE: 04/17/12. Late reservations will be processed based on space availability at a higher rate.
CANCELLATION POLICY: Deposit is refundable if reservation is canceled by 6:00 pm on date of arrival.
Adjustments to departure date after check-in, resulting in a shortened length of stay, will result in a 50% of one
night’s room and tax early-departure fee unless departure is due to illness or family emergency.

All reservations must be guaranteed by credit card or first night's deposit, enclosed.
______ AMEX ______ DINERS ______ VISA ______ MASTER CARD ______ DISCOVER

CREDIT CARD NUMBER____________________________________________ EXP. DATE__________________

SIGNATURE (regardless of payment method) _______________________________________________________

MAIL TO: SHERATON WESTPORT HOTEL * 191 WESTPORT PLAZA * ST LOUIS, MO 63146 *
FAX TO: 314-434-0140 ATTN: RESERVATIONS or visit the online reservation website

http://www.starwoodmeeting.com/Book/ussticonderoga
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USS TICONDEROGA REUNION
MAY 17 – 21, 2012

SHERATON WESTPORT LAKESIDE CHALET – ST. LOUIS, MO

Thursday, May 17
Early Bird Arrivals

3:00pm - Hospitality Room open for the duration of the reunion.

Friday, May 18
1:30pm - 5:30pm Reunion Registration Open
6:15pm - 10:15pm DINNER CRUISE (description follows)

Saturday, May 19
8:00am - 10:30am Board Meeting

10:00am - 10:30am Reunion Registration Open
11:00am - 4:00pm CITY TOUR (description follows)
4:30pm - 5:30pm Reunion Registration Open. Additional hours will be

posted at the reunion, if necessary.
5:00pm - 6:00pm Complimentary Wine, Beer, and Cheese Reception

Sunday, May 20
8:00am - 10:00am Business Meeting

10:30am - 3:30pm KIMMSWICK HISTORIC TOUR (description follows)
5:00pm - 6:00pm Pictures
6:00pm -
7:00pm - 11:00pm

Cash Bar
Banquet Dinner with entertainment
Speaker: Sara Moses – Holocaust Survivor

Monday, May 21
8:00am - 9:00am Memorial Service
9:00am - 10:30am Farewell Breakfast

CANCELLATION AND REFUND POLICY FOR ARMED FORCES REUNIONS, INC.
For attendees canceling reunion activities prior to the cut-off date, Armed Forces Reunions, Inc. (AFR) shall process a full
refund less the non-refundable AFR registration fee ($10 per person). Attendees canceling reunion activities after the cut-
off date will be refunded to the fullest extent that AFR’s vendor commitments and guarantees will allow, less the non-
refundable AFR registration fee. Cancellations will only be taken Monday through Friday from 9:00am until 5:00pm
Eastern Standard Time, excluding holidays. Please call (757) 625-6401 to cancel reunion activities and obtain a
cancellation code. Refunds processed 4-6 weeks after reunion. Canceling your hotel reservation does not cancel your
reunion activities

Register online and pay by credit card at
www.afr-reg.com/ticonderoga2012

MAY ALSO BE DOWNLOADED AT: WWW.BIGT.NET (REUNIONS PAGE)
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THE SHERATON WESTPORT HOTEL LAKESIDE CHALET INVITES YOU HERE!
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KIMMSWICK MUSEUM
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USS TICONDEROGA REUNION ASSOCIATION
Tour Descriptions

PADDLEWHEELER DINNER CRUISE
Friday, May 18

Enjoy a Dinner Cruise on Gateway Riverboats’ Becky Thatcher or Tom Sawyer paddlewheelers, reminiscent of a time past
when the river was the highway to the next port city. Your Captain will narrate and take you back to recapture the vibrant
life on the river during the peak of the steamboat era. The stars and moon of ages ago will still be out there shining as a
reminder of what was, while the bright city lights illuminating St. Louis’ skyline reveals what the city is today. A mouth-
watering prime rib dinner and live entertainment will keep you happy as you cruise the Mighty Mississippi River.

6:15pm board bus, 10:15pm back at hotel
$68/Person includes bus, escort, and dinner cruise.

ST. LOUIS CITY TOUR
Saturday, May 19

Enjoy a guided tour of St. Louis, beginning with the waterfront and The Gateway Arch, the tallest national monument in
the United States. Take in Laclede's Landing, a revitalized 19th century warehouse district with cobblestone streets and
cast-iron street lamps. From there, you’ll head to Kiener Plaza, located in the very heart of downtown St. Louis with a
fabulous view of the Old Court House and the Gateway Arch. You’ll have time to enjoy lunch on your own at your choice
of a number of eateries including St. Louis Bread Co., Hardee’s, TGI Fridays, and Charlie Gritto’s. From there, we’ll head
through the Soulard area, one of the oldest neighborhoods in the city with homes dating from the mid to late 1800s. A
highlight today will be the Stables tour at the Anheuser Busch Brewery to meet the world-famous Budweiser Clydesdales.
These majestic giants have appeared in some of the most memorable Super Bowl commercials over the years and
represent a special part of Anheuser-Busch’s history. Their size and strength will astound you, and the historic stable will
make for a great photo opportunity.

11:00am board bus, 4:00pm back at hotel
$35/Person includes bus and guide. Lunch on your own.

KIMMSWICK HISTORIC TOUR
Sunday, May 20

Close to St. Louis, yet far away from the hustle and bustle of the big city, is the delightful village of Kimmswick. This small
town located near the Mississippi River offers a chance to step back into the less hurried days of the 1800s. Many of
Kimmswick’s businesses and residents still occupy original buildings from the period of the town’s founding in
1859. When you arrive, you’ll enjoy lunch at the popular Blue Owl. The Blue Owl prepares home-cooked meals and
fabulous desserts served on Old English china in a charming atmosphere. You’ll be able to select an entrée from six
choices, including the special of the day. Best of all, you can also choose your favorite from the Blue Owl’s incredible
dessert case! Following lunch you’ll head to the home of Mabel-Ruth and her husband, the late Frederick Straub
Anheuser. Enjoy the views of the 23-acre grounds from their river-front estate. See a collection of Brewery artifacts and
Anheuser family heirlooms including Mrs. Anheuser’s Westward Ho Crystal collection and two 1904 hand-carved World’s
Fair beds. Following your tour of the Anheuser Estate, enjoy some free time to look through the many shops downtown.

10:30am board bus, 3:30pm back at hotel
$60/Person includes bus, guide, lunch, and admission.

Driver and staff gratuities are not included in the tour prices.
Please plan to be at the bus boarding area at least five minutes prior to the scheduled time.

All trips require a minimum of thirty-five people, unless otherwise stated.
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USS TICONDEROGA REUNION ACTIVITY REGISTRATION FORM
Listed below are all registration, tour, and meal costs for the reunion. Please enter how many people will be participating in
each event and total the amount. Send that amount payable to ARMED FORCES REUNIONS, INC. in the form of check or
money order (no credit cards or phone orders accepted). Your cancelled check will serve as your confirmation. Returned
checks will be charged a $20 fee. You may also register online and pay by credit card at www.afr-
reg.com/ticonderoga2012. All registration forms and payments must be received by mail on or before April 17, 2012.
After that date, reservations will be accepted on a space available basis. All new registrations accepted at the reunion will
be charged a $10 onsite processing fee. We suggest you make a copy of this form before mailing. Please do not staple or
tape your payment to this form.

Armed Forces Reunions, Inc. OFFICE USE ONLY
322 Madison Mews Check # _________ Date Received _________
Norfolk, VA 23510 Inputted _________ Nametag Completed _____
ATTN: USS TICONDEROGA

CUT-OFF DATE IS 4/17/12
Price
Per

# of
People Total

TOURS
FRIDAY: DINNER CRUISE $68 $
SATURDAY: CITY TOUR $35 $
SUNDAY: KIMMSWICK HISTORIC TOUR $60 $

HOTEL EVENTS
SUNDAY: BANQUET (please select your entrée below)

Grilled Salmon w/ Chardonnay Cream Sauce $ 40 $
Chicken Marsala $ 40 $

MONDAY: BREAKFAST BUFFET $ 21 $
REGISTRATION FEES

Armed Forces Reunions Registration Fee (mandatory for all attendees) $ 10 $
Group Registration Fee (waived if only attending one event, i.e. banquet) $ 70 $

Total Amount Payable to Armed Forces Reunions, Inc. $
PLEASE PRINT NAME AS YOU WOULD LIKE IT TO APPEAR ON YOUR NAMETAG

FIRST ___________________________________LAST _______________________________________

YEARS ON BOARD 19___ - ___RATE/RANK______________________ DIVISION _________________

SPOUSE NAME (IF ATTENDING)_________________________________________________________

GUEST NAMES________________________________________________________________________

STREET ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________

CITY, ST, ZIP_________________________________________PH. NUMBER (______)______-_______

EMAIL_______________________________________________________________________________

DISABILITY/DIETARY RESTRICTIONS_____________________________________________________
(Sleeping room requirements must be conveyed by attendee directly to hotel)

MUST YOU BE LIFTED HYDRAULICALLY ONTO THE BUS WHILE SEATED IN YOUR WHEELCHAIR IN ORDER
TO PARTICIPATE IN BUS TRIPS? q YES q NO (PLEASE NOTE THAT WE CANNOT GUARANTEE AVAILABILITY).

EMERGENCY CONTACT________________________________ PH. NUMBER (_____)_____-________
For refunds and cancellations please refer to our policies outlined at the bottom of the reunion program. CANCELLATIONS WILL
ONLY BE TAKEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 9:00am-5:00pm EASTERN TIME (excluding holidays). Call (757) 625-6401 to cancel
reunion activities and obtain a cancellation code. Refunds processed 4-6 weeks after reunion.



USS Ticonderoga Veterans’ Association
 c/o 15030 223rd DR SE
Monroe, WA 98272-9089

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

GET YOUR REGISTRATION IN BY 4/17!
FOR YOUR REUNION IN ST LOUIS
MAY 18 - 21 - 2012 - DON’T DELAY!


